NATIONAL MARINE CORPS COUNCIL

FALL MEETING – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2008

The National Marine Corps Council met on Saturday, October 18, 2008, for the Fall Meeting.  The Council convened at the Marine Corps Association headquarters in Quantico, Virginia.

Mr. Michael Blum, Chairman, called the Meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.   He welcomed all Council Members and visitors, and then led the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.   He introduced Mrs. Sara Bock who has been assisting with the administrative tasks associated with the Council.  Mrs. Bock works at the Leatherneck magazine while her husband attends The Basic School.  

Mr. Blum then introduced Brigadier General Thomas Murray, USMC, Commanding General, Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory.  General Murray was the Commandant’s representative and provided a thorough and enlightening overview of the Marine Corps’ Vision and Strategy 2025 document.  He also provided a brief update of some of the initiatives at the Warfighting Lab as they pertain to the Vision and Strategy 2025 and those items in particular that are assisting our Marines in OIF and OEF.  General Murray fielded many questions from the Council.  

Major Joseph Clearfield, USMC from HQMC – PP & O provided a thorough current operations overview.  Major Clearfield also fielded questions from the Council.  

Colonel Edward Smith, USMC from the Marine Corps Systems Command provided a comprehensive briefing on MARCORSYSCMD; to include its organization, the acquisition cycle, funding information, and the efforts undertaken to support the Operating Forces in an expeditious fashion as operational needs are identified.  

Major General (Select) Michael Regner, USMC, the Commandant’s Legislative Assistant provided a comprehensive, candid, and entertaining briefing on the various initiatives, successes, and concerns within the Legislative Branch of the government.  General Regner also fielded questions from Council Members.  

First Lieutenant Naomi Dorren, USMC and Gunnery Sergeant James Goodwin, USMC HQMC – PAO highlighted two items in particular that are new initiatives for the Public Affairs Office.  Marine Week, similar to the Navy’s Fleet Week, in four major U.S. cities is being discussed and planned to bring a greater level of exposure, insight, and information of the Marine Corps to all American citizens. He solicited the Council’s help with suggesting cities, and offering the local organizations as partners with HQMC in making these Marine Weeks a reality.  Secondly, he brought the newly redesigned Marine Corps Website to the Council’s attention.  The new address is:  www.marines.mil and he demonstrated one of the menu items for requesting Marine Corps support – Color Guards, Bands, equipment for static displays, for example.  He solicited input on the website as well.  The Marine Corps Business Executive Forum is a new initiative that has met four times in four cities with 12 – 15 business Presidents and or Chief Executive Officers to expose them to the Marine Corps and the various mission and roles held by the Marine Corps.  The Commandant is very pleased with these first four sessions and would like to expand it to perhaps six in the coming calendar year. 

Mr. Fred Lash announced that November has been designated by SECDEF as Wounded Warrior Month.  The goal is to let the Nation know what the DoD is doing in support of the wounded and their families from both OIF and OEF.

Lieutenant Colonel Sean Mattingly, USMC the Operations Officer for the Wounded Warrior Regiment briefed on the successes, the challenges, and the shortfalls the Regiment has encountered since its inception 18 months ago.  The Regimental Headquarters is located here at Quantico, with two Battalions, one at Camp Lejeune and one at Camp Pendleton.  Construction has been approved to enlarge and improve the facility at Camp Pendleton and work should begin in November.

Lieutenant Colonel Maria Long, USMCR addressed the Marine 4 Life Program and the work it has been doing with the Wounded Warrior Regiment and how they are now moving back to their original mission of assisting all transitioning Marines from active service to civilian work and lives.  

Lieutenant Colonel Michael Wall, USMC discussed further the Strategic Communications efforts of the Wounded Warrior Regiment and its close work with the Marine 4 Life Program as well as agencies within DoD and others to once again assure the American public, as well as, the individual Marine that there are programs in place to assist the wounded as they attempt to stay on active duty, continue with the recovery, or transition to civilian life.  

Old Business

Mr. Blum recommended that the Council consider two organizations for membership: The Marine Corps Coordinating Council of Kentucky and the Vietnam Tankers Foundation.  Both have made application and meet the stated membership criteria.  The Council for Membership unanimously approved each.

New Business

Mr. Blum recommended and nominated, as stated in the Council’s Bylaws and Standing Rules, that Mr. Free Lash be elected Chairman for the coming two years.  Mr. Lash was unanimously elected.  

Mr. Blum further recommended and nominated Lieutenant Colonel John R. Hales, USMC (Ret) for Vice Chairman.  Colonel Hales was unanimously elected.  

Mr. Blum further stated that Colonel Walt Ford, USMC (Ret) would continue his three-year term as Executive Chairman as the Colonel has just finished serving his first year.

Mr. Blum asked if there were any nominations from the floor for Secretary.  Lieutenant Colonel Mike Kessler, USMC (Ret) nominated Mr. Blum.  His nomination was seconded, and Mr. Blum was unanimously elected.

There are two At – Large positions:  Lieutenant Colonel Michael Kessler, USMC (Ret) was recommended and nominated to continue his service as an At – Large Member.  Colonel Kessler was unanimously elected.  Ms. Susan Hodges has one more year of her two year term to serve as the second At – Large Member.

The Council has an officer position for Treasurer, however, since the Council has no funds, this position remains unfilled.

Mr. Blum thanked the Council Members for their time and willingness to serve.  The Fall Meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Michael A. Blum

Chairman

